82                            Mysore City

SRI LAKSHMIKAMANA SVAMI TEMPLE

This is held by some authorities to be the oldest temple
in the city; though the claim of the Bhairava shrine to
that distinction seems much stronger.

An inscription, found in Cole's Gardens, records a
grant for the god in AJX 1499, by order of the father of
Krishna Deva Raya of Vijayanagar.1

The Annals of the Mysore Royal Family (I,21) relate
a curious story of the cure of a half-blind Brahmin in this
temple, at the interposition of Raja Wadiyar, about 1599.
A standing figure, two feet high, of this king, who, with
folded hands, faces the god, commemorates this act; and
an inscription records his building the Mahadvara, or great
outer gate. Also that * for him the god changed poison
into nectar'. The story of this miracle, also related in the
Annals, says that Virarajayya, of Karugahalli, defeated
in his attempt to prevent the Raja from passing through
his tiny 'dominions' to worship at Nanjangud, and very
sore at his defeat, bribed Srinivasayya, the priest of this
Lakshmiramana Svami Temple, to offer Raja Wadiyar a
poisoned drink. The priest handed the lota, as part of the
ceremony connected with the puja, and trembled so
violently that the Raja, first with sympathy, then with
suspicion, questioned him and elicited a full confession.
The liquid, which the king had already drunk, * turned
from poison into nectar in his throat'.

The priest was very leniently punished. He was trans-
ferred to a temple at Kannambadi. Virarajayya's ears and
nose were cut off, his fort destroyed, and the contents of
his treasury laid at the feet of Chamundesvari.

1 Mysore Archaeological Report, 1920.